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Municipal NPDES Permit 

oNational Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit is between the 
City and the LA Regional Water Board 

oTied to our Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 

oRequires the City to inspect certain industrial and commercial facilities

oRequires City to track and inspect these facilities every 2 years

oEnsures facilities are not causing and/or contributing to reductions in water 
quality to local waterways



Industrial/Commercial Inspection Program

o Businesses designated with specific SIC 
codes are required to be inspected under 
the Permit

o Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) 
codes are numeric codes assigned by the 
government

o Include businesses primarily engaged in 
manufacturing, production, and 
transportation, as well as restaurants, auto 
maintenance facilities, auto parts 
wholesalers, and retail nurseries 

o Inspections ensure facilities are employing 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) to 
reduce impacts to local waterways 



City FOG Ordinance
o FOG = Fats, Oils, or Grease as well as industrial oils, chemical and solvents
o Food Service Establishments (FSEs) produce large volumes of FOG as do businesses that use 

or handle industrial chemicals and/or solvents
o When poured down the drain, FOG can cause problems in the sewer pipes and laterals as it 

cools and restricts wastewater flow leading to backups or overflows
o As such, the City implemented a FOG Ordinance (PMC 8.14) that prohibits improper handling 

and discharge of FOG and requires businesses to employ BMPs to handle FOG and properly 
maintain grease traps, clarifiers and interceptors.
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Municipal FOG Ordinance
o City performs municipal  

activities to address and 
prevent ongoing FOG issues

o Results of annual and quarterly 
FOG runs identified FOG “hot 
spots” City-wide in areas that 
coincide with high 
concentrations of facilities 
known to produce FOG and 
increased incidences of sewer 
overflows causing concern.

o Currently, the City does not 
require FOG inspections of 
businesses
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FOG Inspection Program
o FOG inspection will be implemented at businesses that produce FOG.
o This will include most restaurants as well as other facilities, such as auto, manufacturing and 

others that produce FOG. 
o Inspections will be like Industrial/Commercial inspection program and required facilities to 

employ BMPs to address handling and disposal of FOG as well as maintenance records for 
their grease trap/interceptor and clarifiers to ensure proper working use

o City believes that by providing proper educational resources and inspections we will be 
able to reduce improper FOG disposal and activities at business across the City and ensure 
protection of businesses, waterways and City storm and sewer system



Proposed Next Steps
Step 1 – Implement FOG Inspection Program
o Recommend once every two years consistent with the Industrial/Commercial inspection
Step 2: Identify Support Services to Assist Implementation
o Utilizing JLHA to support FOG Program given familiarity and expertise with programs
Step 3: Assess Costs for FOG Inspection
o Industrial/Commercial inspection averages $250 (one inspection every two years)
o Costs for FOG program unknown but estimated to cost similarly $250 every two years
o City will provide resources, fact sheets and additional outreach, as needed, on programs
Step 4: Find Solutions to Ease Burden on Businesses
o Facilities can opt to perform both inspections at once to reduce interruptions in activities
o If performed together, costs will be reduced annually for those requiring both inspections
Step 5 Notify Businesses of Inspection Program and Fee Changes
o City will engage with businesses to discuss proposed changes and impacts
o City will provide mailer to businesses with annual license invoice
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Regional Fee Comparison vs. Proposed



Community Resources



Community Resources
City-developed resources:
o Fact Sheets on program 

inspection requirements
o Best Management 

Practices (BMPs) for 
achieving compliance

o QR Codes/bit.ly links for 
added information

o Example of a FOG 
inspection (Signal Hill)

o SWAministration@cityofp
asadena.net 

mailto:SWAministration@cityofpasadena.net
mailto:SWAministration@cityofpasadena.net


Community Benefit Return
Cleaner city, healthier environment, protection of public health and 
improved water quality.
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